
 

In our last edition, Richard Costella announced his 
intention to step down as Chair of the Brentham 
Society after five years of service. We’re now pleased to 
announce that committee member Gina Mallin has 
agreed to take over his duties as Chair.  It is intended 
to confirm this change at the AGM in the Spring. 

Gina writes: “I’m delighted to be the new Chair of the 
Brentham Society, although Richard’s experience and 
dedication makes him a hard act to follow. He’s done a 
great job steering us through changing times.  

The Chair’s role can be as wide or as narrow as life and 
career commitments allow.  My intention is to give as 
much time as possible to developing awareness and 
constructive co-operation on behalf of our beautiful 
conservation area, its issues and tensions, its delights 
and values.   

I shall try to maintain and strengthen links with the 
Ealing Council Planners, our Councillors, local 
residents and anybody else who has a stake in 
Brentham.  In these days of urban sprawl, housing 
crises, and global business  interests it sometimes 
seems communities are becoming  faceless and less 
connected, so it’s interesting to read of the latest 
proposals to build a series of Garden Villages and 
Towns across the country. The emphasis will be on  

both homes and  
community - which 
is surely an 
endorsement of what 
we have here in 
Brentham.   

I’m keen to know 
more about the views 
of residents - it will 
help plan the 
activities of the 
Brentham Society. 
So look out for a 
short survey that will 
pop through your 
door within a few weeks, and please take a few 
moments to complete it.    

Although I know there can be conflict between the 
needs of individual residents and the Conservation & 
Planning Policies, I do feel, as a relative newcomer to  
Brentham, that we all come to the estate precisely 
because of its charm and character — so it is well worth 
preserving.   From the unique architecture to the sense 
of community, I believe Brentham is a beautiful place 
to live. I hope to give something of value to it”. 

New Chair Takes Over 

Front Garden Awards  
 

The judging panel report that 2016 was another good year for Brentham Front Gardens and they look forward to 
officially congratulating the winners when the AGM is held in March.  
    

THE  ROSE  BOWL  AWARD   goes to Jacqui Nemeczek at 14 Denison Road 
 

This shows us that a lovely front garden can be created in the smallest of spaces and can look good in every sea-
son.  In the spring we enjoyed lovely pots of daffodils, tulips and hyacinths and a milk churn filled with pansies.   
A pale climbing rose framed the door in the summer and the blue and white themed pots made an elegant and 
calming picture.  In the autumn a large white abelia was in full bloom, the rose was still flowering over the door 
and pretty white and pink cyclamen were in the main pot. We loved the attractive layout of this courtyard garden 
— it was a pleasure to look at throughout the year. Jacqui says she is “surprised and delighted to win the Rose 
Bowl Award”.                                        Cont... 
 
     

                    

Gina Mallin 

Jacqui Nemeczek 



Local Author writes Aberfan Book 

Local Brentham author Sue Elliott has recently had her fifth 
book published.  Written with Bevan Jones, it's the story of 
the Aberfan disaster 50 years ago based on interviews with 27 
survivors filmed by Steve Humphries for a BBC documentary.  

To meet the anniversary deadline Sue had to complete the 
book in 5 weeks. Bevan, whose family came from the Valleys, 
contributed valuable local knowledge and contacts. Sue says: 
“Many who contributed had not spoken about this tragic and 
life-changing experience before.  Transcribing the interviews 
with people who faced  the horrific reality of their school fall-
ing in on them was very moving and often left me in tears”. 
 

A copy of the book was presented by one of the survivors to 
Prince Charles during his visit to Aberfan.  
 
 

 
Surviving Aberfan: the People's Story published by Grosvenor House at £9.99 is available from  
Pitshanger Bookshop & Amazon. 

…..Garden Awards cont… 
 
SPRING 

 

The Spring Award goes to Heather 
Moore for 127 Fowlers Walk.  The 
epitome of the English spring, this 
garden was covered in blue and white 
bluebells and primroses with the 
added bonus of a bright orange 
berberis and a large purple 

prunus.  The judges loved the wild, colourful scene 
despite the gas board's presence at the time of judging! 
 

Runners Up: 14 & 44 Denison Road, 9 Meadvale Road, 
43 Ludlow Road, 36 Brentham Way, Pavement Planting 
Fowlers Walk, 99 & 111 Fowlers Walk. 

 
SUMMER 

 

The Summer Award is awarded to Jane Neville at 30 
Brunner Road.  The judges enjoyed the profusion of 
summer flowering plants: pink geraniums,  fuchsias, 
purple verbena,  alchemilla mollis  and  white  astrantia.  
A lovely planting scheme complemented the attractive 
curved path leading to the front door.                 
 

Runners Up: 38 & 48 Fowlers Walk, 7  & 15 Meadvale 
Road, 26 Ludlow Road, 38 & 58 Holyoake Walk. 

 
 
AUTUMN 

 

The winner of the 
Autumn Award is Ted 
Neye at 42 Holyoake 
Walk.   
 
The judges enjoyed 
the riot of autumn 
colour in this front 
garden, the red 
billowing salvia Hot 
Lips, pink hydrangea, 
pink and white 
hibiscus and attractive pots full of geraniums.   It was a 
gorgeous sight in the autumn sun and we also 
appreciated the way the wheelie bins were neatly hidden 
away out of sight. 
 
Runners Up: 38 Holyoake Walk, 74 Fowlers Walk, 5 & 
11 Ludlow Road,  2 & 44 Denison Road including 
Pavement Planting. 
 

Many congratulations to all the winners! 
 
       Vicky Snodin, Colette Donovan, Gina Mallin 

                           Brentham May Day 

This year’s May Day will be held on Saturday 13th May. 
Enrolment of the children wishing to take part will be on 
Thursday 16th March from  4 pm  until   5.30 pm, in the 
main hall of the Brentham Club.  The enrolment fee is £12 
per child. The May Day committee welcomes any  offers of 
help with this event, either during rehearsals or on May Day.  

For more  information contact Pat Chapman on 077 4046 
4137 or email  patricia9@sky.com  

Annual General Meeting & Subscription Renewal 

The next AGM of the Brentham Society, postponed from last year, is to be held on 14th March in the Brentham 
Club.  It’s a chance to meet the committee and hear what they’ve been up to.  
As this is the first Brentham News of 2017, included with this newsletter is a request for you to return your annual 
subscription. We have provided an envelope for you to use and urge you to return this to your street collector as 
soon as possible. The address is on the envelope. The subscription is £5 per household but this will not cover all 
the costs of the work we wish to do. Many residents add small donations to the subscription which help to make up 
the shortfall, and if you are able to do this, it will be very welcome.     

mailto:patricia9@sky.com


B 
rentham resident and artist 
David Webster has just 
finished a set of illustrations 
for the third children’s book 

in the Mary D series. It’s the latest 
achievement in a remarkable and 
varied career that started a long way 
from the art world. But throughout 
that career, he’s come back home to 
Brentham. 
 
David and his wife Pam bought their 
house in Meadvale Road in 1976. 
They planned to stay there for a year 
until they found what they were 
looking for. As David says: “Forty 
years on and we are still living in the 
same house and very happy with 
both the house and living in 
Brentham. 
“Back then I was in the civil 
engineering and construction 
industry – the last twenty five years 
were spent with Taylor Woodrow”.  
David was also involved in the North 
Sea Oil industry, Sellafield and 
onshore windfarms.  But from an 
early age, he has loved to draw. 
 
“My first career filled my brain with 
buildings, their designs and how they 
were put together. Combine this with 
my love of drawing and a second 
career was quietly developing itself 
alongside the first one.  
“My building paintings range from 
images of houses (several in 
Brentham), churches, pubs, shops 
and cafes to street scenes”.  
 
Eventually David’s  
art took over his life  
and he gave up  
the construction  
business.  
His pen and wash  
watercolours were  
very successful  
and he got  
more and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

more commissions, including three 
drawings for the Brentham 
Centenary book. 
 
“I was being asked to do houses and 
buildings all over the country. I 
would love to carry out all the work 
on location but sitting outside in this 
country can be too hot, too wet, too 
cold - and the wind can be a killer. At 
the very least I make sure I do 
sketches of buildings to get the size 
and ‘feel’ correct along with its 
perspective.  I often take photos as 
well, which I use for colour reference 
and fine detail, but the camera lies 
and distorts so the sketches are very 
important. The final picture is 
usually finished at home in the 
studio”. 
One of the keys to David’s success is 
a mastery of perspective. “This can 
seem very complicated, but it’s really 
just a matter of learning how to really 
look at the structure in front of you. 
Soon the basics of vanishing points 
and the way all lines converge on the 
horizon or eye line will reveal 
themselves to you. Try it!” 
 
One of  David’s favourite locations is 
North Cornwall: “I love to paint 
those lovely old cottages - they suit 
my slightly quirky style. I sell limited 
edition prints and cards in the 
Secrets gallery in Port Isaac, and 
through this I was approached by two 
local authors to discuss illustrating a 
series of children’s story books. The 
stories they were planning were the 
adventures of the crew of a fishing 
boat called the Mary D.  It’s a boat 
that really exists and works out of 
Port Isaac harbour. 
    “This was a challenge I had to  
      accept. Anything with 
           bricks,  walls   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and windows was my comfort zone,  
but now I had to create a  boat and its 
crew.  
“There was Captain Jack and his  
son, their  dog, assorted fishing 
gear, the sea in all its moods, 
seagulls, whales, puffins and 
dolphins. No problem there then! 
 
“The authors gave me the story and 
ideas for artwork and then let me 
loose. My imagination took over and 
I came up with around twenty 
drawings for each book.  The first 
two, The Mary D and the Whale and 
The Mary D and the Puffins are 
already out and I have just completed 
the illustrations for the third book 
The Mary D and the Dolphins which 
we aim to publish in the Spring. 
Working on them has been great fun, 
and quite a change from drawing 
Brentham houses!” 
 
Some of David’s work can be seen at  
www.david-webster.co.uk 

  

Local Artist – David Webster 



Colonel  

Light  

Gardens 

Above: A house in the Garden 

City near Adelaide, South 

Australia. 

 

Right: An artist’s impression from 1921 of  the  proposal  for Colonel Light Gardens. Like Brentham, many 

streets are curved and irregular but in contrast most of the homes are bungalows. 

Brentham Club  plays it for Laughs 

The Brentham Club has launched a new programme of entertainment 
nights.  The first big success was the Comedy Night in November, featuring 
among others, Brentham resident & club committee man Andy Hill. He 
says: “That was a sell-out, as was the second Comedy event in January. And 

the third, scheduled for March 24th, has the 
distinction of being hosted by Pippa Evans - 
daughter of Brentham (and Club) committee  man, 
Clive Evans.     Pippa often  pops up on Radio 4 in 
The Now Show, Just a Minute, and I'm Sorry I 
Haven't a Clue”. 

Other events include a Jazz Night, with Derek Nash, 
on 17th February.  
These events are open to members and non-members alike.  

    Tickets from events@brenthamclub.co.uk  

We recently received a letter from Mick Symonds, 
whose family lived in Meadvale Road until they 
emigrated to Australia  in 1963. He returned to 
Brentham recently, staying with Barbara Murray in 
Winscombe Cresent.  
He writes: “Wandering through the suburb brought 
back many memories; not much changed although the 
Brent is certainly cleaner! 
 
“Like Brentham, the Adelaide suburb of Colonel Light 
Gardens in South Australia, where we now live, was a 
planned garden suburb. The 1,250 residences were 
built as detached houses on individual blocks of land 
and a Residents Association was formed over 40 years 
ago to protect the visual amenity of the suburb. 
 
“In 2000 the whole of the suburb was placed on the 
State Heritage Register which further protects the 
ambience of the area.  Unlike Brentham, we are 
permitted to extend to the rear of the houses (in a 
complementary manner), providing the street view is 
not compromised.  Most homes now have some 
improvements, to bring 21st Century living to the 

suburb without changing the visual amenity.  The 
blocks of land allow off-street car parking in driveways 
and a place to put our three wheelie bins out of sight.  
 
“Residents’ Associations across the globe have to be 
vigilant to ensure that historically significant places 
are retained so that future generations can enjoy the 
benefits of living in our very special suburbs. 
 
“I wish all residents of the Brentham estate success in 
your future endeavours and even though most of my 
life has been spent here in Australia with my children 
and grandchildren and I am proud to be Australian, 
there is still a little part of me that will always be  
attached to Brentham”. 
 
“Our email address is iloveclg@hotmail.com or we are 
on Facebook ‘I love Colonel Light Gardens’, where our 
latest Newsletter can be accessed”. 
 
Mick Symonds, 511 Goodwood Road, Colonel Light 
Gardens SA 5041 

Pippa Evans 

Andy Hill 

mailto:iloveclg@hotmail.com


David Denscombe 

1st January 1947 – 29th October 2016 

David lived in Brentham for over 40 years, first in Holyoake 
Walk and later in Ludlow Road. He and Diane brought up their 
family here. 

Through his delivery of the 
Brentham newsletter and putting 
posters in the noticeboards for 
many years, David will have been 
known to many people in the area. 
Others may also remember him as 
the manager of a branch of Barclays 
Bank, where he took great pride and 
pleasure in providing a friendly ear 
for his customers. David often said 
he regretted that bank managers no 
longer have that same personal 
relationship with their customers 
that he had enjoyed.  

People were important to David, and it was his love of people 
which defined him for most of us who knew him. The perfect 
neighbour and friend, he was always there to help others in the 
community, while never asking for anything for himself. He 
never had an unkind word for or about anyone, and liked 
nothing better than a cheerful chat with the neighbours and 
friends he met on his way to the Lane.  

Even at the end of his life, although clearly suffering, he never 
complained and still enjoyed time with his friends and family. 
David was a real gentleman in the true old-fashioned sense of 
the word. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
 

        

David Humphries 

As we go to press, we have heard of the sudden death of David 
Humphries, a building surveyor and great friend of Brentham 
since moving here in 1964. Our thoughts are with David’s 
family at this sad time. A tribute to David will be published in 
the next Brentham News. 

Pitshanger Pictures 

Showing in St Barnabas Millennium Hall.  Tickets all £5 
except where stated. 
 

FEBRUARY  
15th at 8.15 pm:  My Nazi Legacy (15)  Two sons of Nazi war 
criminals face the truth of their fathers’ actions.   
18th at 8 pm: Trumbo (15)   A great screenwriter falls victim to 
the communist purge in the U.S.   £6/£8 
27th at 8 pm: The 100 Foot Journey (PG) Helen Mirren’s 
French restaurant faces competition from an Indian across 
the road.    

MARCH 
13th at 8 pm: Ethel & Ernest (PG) Charming Raymond Briggs 
animation.   
15th at 8.15 pm: Life, Animated (E) How one child’s autism 
leads to his coming of age. 
18th at 8 pm: Florence Foster Jenkins (PG) Meryl Streep as 
the famed singer.   £6/£8 
27th at 8 pm: Anomalisa (15) Animated feature. 

Anticipating Future Trends 

Brentham was one of the first conservation 
areas in Ealing – designated in 1969. It was a 
clear recognition of the historical importance 
and architectural significance of our suburb. 
It means we value the past but at the same 
time we cannot afford to ignore the changing 
needs of residents in the modern world. 

Ealing Council is about to update its 
Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans. The Society will be 
consulted and is looking at potential changes 
so that we can offer informed views. Three 
significant areas are :          

Electric Vehicle Charging 

A wall mounted charger for existing off-
street parking will probably be approved if it 
is discreetly positioned and colours designed 
for conservation areas used.  

Most parking in Brentham is kerbside as the 
enclosed gardens are protected. Cables 
across pavements are problematic and there 
is no recommended solution.  Private 
kerbside pedestals need permission. 
Innovation continues but those available at 
the moment are over a meter high, 
expensive, no grant is available and would 
have an impact on the Brentham setting.  An 
alternative, if we can find sites, would be 
public or community points. 
 

Windows 

The BS Window Group has completed their 
recommendation for double-glazed 
replacement windows and the report is with 
the Conservation Officer. It will be part of the 
consultation for the new Management Plan. 
 

Basements 

A basement with no alteration to the house 
exterior might get planning consent as there 
would be no impact on the appearance of the 
estate. 

A basement that alters the appearance of the 
house and garden could be contentious.  A 
recent court case concerning Hampstead 
Garden Suburb decided that only the large, 
detached houses are suitable for basements.  
As this may have implications for the new 
Management Plan we will follow this 
situation.  

Brentham Architectural Salvage 

Currently available: various internal doors, external back door. 
Original items gratefully received.  
Wanted: internal rim locks, window furniture.  
Please contact: heather@brentham.com 

Brentham Survey 

Please take a few moments to fill in and 
submit our survey, which we plan to deliver 
throughout  the estate in  a few weeks. It will 
help us  understand how best we can serve  
Brentham residents.   
The survey will also be available online - the 
link to access it will be posted on our 
website:   www.brentham.com  

mailto:heather@brentham.com
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The Brentham Club 

38A Meadvale Road, W5 1NP       Telephone: 020 8997 2624 

The Club offers a range of sporting and social opportunities for all ages, including Tennis, Cricket, Football, Bowls, 
Snooker, Darts and Bridge. Other activities include Yoga, Art and French classes. Watch live sports from BT Sport, SKY 
Sports and ESPN in the Top Bar. 

There's a choice of Membership to suit your needs whether you want to relax with friends, make new friends, celebrate 
special events or play one of the many sports available.  Come along and see for yourself. 
 

 The Perry Café 
                 

               Try our new exciting menu! 
 

• Delicious cakes and pastries 
• Wide selection of fresh bread daily 
• Seasonal salads 
• Healthy snacks  
• Children's menu 
• Speciality teas and Lavazza coffee 
 
Monday - Friday       9.00am - 4.30pm 
 

Saturday & Sunday  9.00am - 4.00pm 
 

 Forthcoming Events 

JAZZ NIGHT on 17 February, with Derek Nash  
£12 members; £15 non-members 
 

COMEDY NIGHT on 24 March, with MC Pippa Evans  
£10 members; £12 non members  

 

To book your tickets email events@brenthamclub.co.uk  
 

MAY DAY on 13 May – May Day  Parade and Brentham Club 
Open Day 
 

QUIZ NIGHTS are held on Fridays at the end of each month 
at 8.00pm sharp so please come at 7.50pm.  
Contact the club for dates and to book a table. 

For all enquiries, contact the Club on 020 8997 2624 or email secretary@brenthamclub.co.uk  

 or go to www.brenthamclub.co.uk  

For hall/room hire or to book an event, contact Anwen Roberts on 020 8997 2624, or email events@brenthamclub.co.uk 

Published by The Brentham Society                                                      Printed by Colormax West Ealing W13 OSR       

 
You can contribute to Brentham News by emailing  news@brentham.com   
 
The next edition is due out in June 2017                                                               

http://www.brenthamclub.co.uk
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