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Chair’s Notes 

L et me begin with some exciting good news. Emmy 
has found a hedgehog! You may recall back in our 

Spring edition 10 year old Emmy Azimi wrote 
charmingly about hedgehogs - and she's been looking 
for them ever since. Now she's found one - but 
disappointingly not in Brentham. It was in Scotland at 
her grandparents’ home. It was asleep, but moved off 
later, so all looked well.   

The adage that 
“save one child and 
you save mankind” 
comes to mind – 
one child igniting 
her love of wildlife 
that will probably 
stay with her 
throughout life. In 
these days of 
environmental 
concern, it seems 
ever more 
important to 
spread the word. 
 

More good news: it’s long been on our Committee 

agenda to meet the Ealing Planning Department 

directly, to discuss the planning process and the 

importance of enforcement where breaches are 

occurring.  With the help of Cllr Linda Burke, such a 

meeting was arranged recently between some members 

of the committee and Alex Jackson, the Development 

Planning Manager of the Planning department. 
 

It was clear that the planners are still stretched with 

regard to staffing, although Alex explained that several 

key positions are all to be filled soon. However, we can 

help reduce the burden on the council if residents 

ensure planning applications are carefully prepared 

before submission. It can be helpful if applicants for 

planning permission seek advice, where needed, from 

the Brentham Planning Advice Group. An accurate 

application can speed up the work the council planners 

have to do, and is more likely to be successful. 
 

It is always better to get things right at the start of a 

project. There have been several cases recently where 

Enforcement has had to be called in when residents 

make changes without permission and when work has 

not been carried out in accordance with agreed 

plans.  Enforcement is a separate department  from the 

planners which can lead to delays.  

 

If unexpected changes to properties do take place near 

you, it’s best to look up whether there is a planning 

application and report your concerns as soon as possible 

on the Council website. It’s not always possible for the 

Brentham Society to report all planning breaches, but if 

you are worried about works you can let us know and we 

can advise where necessary. 
 

As you will know, the Brentham Society has no 

authority to make rules about planning or building 

works, but operates in the interests of residents, to 

uphold the character and charm of Brentham that 

conservation regulations protect, and maintain its 

additional protected status as a conservation area 

worthy of Article 4 designation.   
 

We are a “national treasure” – listed in the Civic Voice 

Top 10 Conservation Areas, so it’s particularly 

disappointing to see the unwelcome activity on Vivian 

Green recently. One of the wooden seats was 

vandalised, and the rubbish bins have been getting 

overfilled with what looks like domestic waste. 

One possibility would be to install CCTV to keep an eye 

on the Green. Let us know if you have any concerns 

about this idea. 

              Gina Mallin 

 

Brentham Open House Walks 
 

Saturday & Sunday  

21st & 22nd  September 

The traditional walk round Brentham with Clive 

Evans. Ideal for residents and visitors alike.  

 

The walks start from the Club at 10.30 am 
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T he giant Oak tree that grew in the backlands 

between Brentham Way and Brunner Road had 

flourished for more than three hundred years, but back 

in May the wind and rain brought it crashing down.   

For the owners of the land on which the tree stood, the 

challenge was how to deal with the huge amount of 

timber.  

The first job was to cut the branches away, especially 

those that had fallen in neighbours’ gardens. It took a 

few weeks to cut the wood down to chunks small 

enough to be manhandled into a truck on the road. 

Eventually just the massive trunk was left, and it was 

planned to bring in a milling machine that could cut the 

wood into useful planks. In fact a nearby neighbour said 

he’d like to floor his house with Brentham Oak.  

But then a survey with a metal detector revealed there 

were quite a few bits of metal inside the wood and the 

milling would be too difficult. What’s more, the access 

for the large machine was also hard. The reason for the 

metal is a mystery; it may have been old tree supports 

or maybe wartime shrapnel. So in the end, the whole 

trunk was cut up into blocks and disposed of. 

  

The End of the Big Brentham Oak  

Brentham offers lots of open spaces for children to play safely - here’s a report from one group 

Garden Friends  
We are the Garden Friends and we love to play outside together, especially in the 

rain until we are soaked. We play outside in any weather at any time even in the 

snow or in the blinding sun. Emilia, Migle and Daniel are 8. Ugne, Portia and Olivia 

are 10.  Emilia and Portia are sisters. So are Ugne and Migle, but Olivia and Daniel 

are brother and sister. How we 

get into each other’s gardens is 

quite simple, we have passages 

between the hedges. During 

the day we go through the passages and knock on each 

other’s doors to see if they are available. Sometimes we play 

running games or simply just have fun creating daisy chains. 

We also love to play on Portia & Emilia’s trampoline, in Ugne 

& Migle’s tree house or on Olivia & Daniel’s swing. Although 

we are all different ages, we get along easily. We are so 

grateful for our friends and gardens - so we don’t stay inside 

on a sunny day. 
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Bus on Demand 
The Pitshanger area has been chosen by Transport for 

London for a year long trial of demand responsive 

transport (DRT). A similar trial is already under way in 

Sutton. 

For a £3.50 fee, we will be able to call up a minibus by 

using an app on our phones. Additional passengers 

booked at the same time pay £2, 

and  Freedom Pass holders travel 

free, but must register first. The 

minibus will take us where we 

want to go within the trial area, 

which in fact covers most of the 

Borough of Ealing south of the 

A40 and west of the A406. On 

the way, it may divert to pick up 

and set down other passengers 

who want to go in more or less the same direction, but 

will take you there anyway even if no-one else wants to 

travel.  

Ealing has been chosen because it has higher than 

average car use, and the success of the service will be 

measured not only financially but also by any reduction 

in car use. Services such as these tend to be a success 

where the bus network is not comprehensive or frequent. 

It is competing not only with private cars and local buses, 

but also with black cabs and the likes of Uber. The £3.50 

fare (free with Freedom Pass) will make it a cost effective 

way to get to Ealing Hospital for example. 

The service is operated by RATP 

Dev, the French company which 

runs the Paris Metro but also big 

buses in London including route 

65 in Ealing, and Volkswagen 

owned ride share provider Moia, 

already established in Germany. 

DRT has a history dating back to 

the 1970s, when passengers used 

land line telephones to book a 

bus, and the driver was contacted by walkie talkie. 

Technology has moved on since then, and we will soon 

become used to minibuses parked at strategic points 

waiting for their phone to light up with the details of 

their next journey.                                     Richard Costella

           

Art in Ealing  
 

B rentham is well represented on this year’s Ealing Art Trail - known as BEAT. The dates for the two weekends of 

‘art and discovery’ are 6-8th and 13-15th of September. Guide books to all exhibitors are available from Rosanna 

Henderson at 47 Meadvale Road. 

The four local artists are: Rosanna who’s showing her mosaics; Maggi Marmion whose photographs are at 

Gunnersbury Museum; Celia Busby and Tony Herbert, whose paintings can be seen at 220 Pitshanger Lane on the 

first weekend (though not Friday) and in St Barnabas Church during the second. 
 

  

   

Celia Busby is showing a 

number of watercolours 

- as well as new work in 

acrylic. 

Maggi Marmion is 

showing a range of 

works. She says: “One of 

my favourite styles is 

street photography”.   

Tony Herbert mostly 

works in watercolour 

and enjoys painting 

landscapes. 

Rosanna Henderson has 

a number of traditional 

mosaics as well as recent 

work reflecting a 

seascape theme. 



 

Page 4 

B rentham has lost “a quiet force of support” in Geoff 

Baxendale, who died of cancer in May at the age of 

79. He joined the Brentham Society Committee in 2016 

but his work behind the scenes – including on several 

projects he initiated and led himself – stretched back 

decades.   

Geoff was born in Watford in 1940. He never knew his 

father who was killed in action in Italy. A bright 

grammar school boy, he studied mechanical engineering 

at Manchester. After university he made a successful 

career in engineering, eventually in 1980 buying out his 

own specialist gauge-making company in Kingston 

where he worked until he retired in 2008.  Practical and 

rational, with a can-do attitude to everything he 

approached, he was also a classic all-rounder with a love 

of sport, travel, the Blues and fast cars. 

He met Pat at a New Year’s Eve party in 1969 and they 

married soon after. In 1973 they moved to Ludlow Road, 

rescuing the house from student tenants who had treated 

it disgracefully. Over the years they brought back its 

original charm and character at the heart of one of 

Brentham’s prettiest 

streets.  As Pat 

became more 

involved in the life of 

the estate, first with 

May Day and then, 

after bringing up 

their young family, 

with planning and 

conservation, Geoff 

was always there to 

support and assist, 

often supplying the 

‘muscle’ when 

practical things 

needed to be done.  

 

His particular expertise was the Brentham maypole. 

Discovering that the original was dangerously rotten, he 

knew where he could find a replacement. Boats and 

sailing had always been a passion and he knew that 

maypoles were often repurposed from ships’ masts, so he 

sourced the ‘new’ one from Chatham Naval Dockyard, 

personally supervising its transportation to Brentham.  

Leading a team of sturdy volunteers and directing the 

finely-tuned engineering operation that was Erecting and 

Dismantling the Maypole became one of Geoff’s most 

important annual tasks, making this delightful  tradition 

safe and secure for generations of young May Day 

dancers. 

 

These social and communal aspects of Brentham life 

were important to Geoff and until his illness restricted 

his activities, he was involved with others in projects that 

reflected his belief in the communitarian principles that 

underpin our estate. These included painstaking 

research into the ownership of the patchwork of 

‘backlands’ – the 

allotments and 

‘additional gardens’ 

that are so much 

part of Brentham’s 

special green 

character.  He also 

delved into the 

origins of our street 

names, the make-

up of the estate’s 

first tenants 

(compiled from the 

1911 Census), and 

the lives of some of 

our more 

distinguished past 

residents – all this 

information is 

available on the Brentham website.  Geoff also helped 

establish a database of planning applications and, before 

his illness took hold, did the groundwork for a project of 

potential national importance: an online Directory of 

Garden Suburbs. Geoff’s initial work now needs to be 

developed so that individual communities can upload 

their own contributions to provide a unique and 

authoritative public resource and there will be more 

about this in a future Brentham News.  

 

An essentially private person who shunned the limelight, 

Geoff was nevertheless good company, especially when 

engaged in something he enjoyed – sailing, tennis, 

messing about in boats. His bridge partner Clive Evans 

remembers: “Geoff was an accomplished player, but 

devoid of snobbery - four of us blokes would meet 

regularly over a bottle of wine, discuss politics, sport, 

local affairs, and play cards: the very definition of 

kitchen bridge. He had strong views about any number of 

topics, but he never got grumpy about the bridge, unless 

with his own performance. Every now and then a twinkle 

would appear in his eye 

and he would take a giant 

sideways leap to seize 

control of the game in the 

teeth of the conventions. 

Often it worked. Equally 

often it didn't, but either 

way, Geoff would chuckle 

about it, as would we all, 

and the world was a 

happier place”. 

Those who knew him well 

will miss his friendship, 

generosity and subtle wit, 

but all of Brentham will have benefited from Geoff’s 

influence and the quiet but significant contribution he 

made to our community.             

    

Geoff Baxendale 
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Open Gardens & The Memory Cafe 

 

Open Gardens day in June was another successful event - even the 

rain later in the afternoon couldn’t discourage visitors. Once again 

Diana Hill generously hosted the teas and was thoughtfully ready 

with umbrellas when needed. The event raised more than £1200.   
 

Pat Baxendale writes: 
 

I was delighted to hear that this year the funds raised by Brentham 

Open Gardens Day were donated to the Memory Café at St Barnabas.  

A few weeks ago I started dropping in to the Thursday morning event 

with an old friend who has memory loss.  Memory Cafés started in 

the Netherlands for people suffering from memory problems and 

their carers and have now spread around the globe.   Each café  may 

have different activities and emphasis but they are all intended to 

promote the kind of generous social inclusion that is often missing in 

our modern lives.  

 

The St. Barnabas café is also for others without memory problems 

who might enjoy some company and a change from the usual routine: 

undemanding quizzes (which always provoke some laughter), tea, coffee, chat and delicious cake.  

Sometimes a short talk or opportunity to move to music - but this is far from compulsory and most are 

content to sit and smile at our efforts.  

    

The Café is set out in the rear of the nave and this beautiful space is both calm and uplifting.  The 

friendly group who run the café make everyone welcome and it gets better the more often you attend as 

you get to know the regulars.  Do come along if you fancy a morning break or would like to volunteer to 

help in some way.                  

A young admirer of Brentham’s gardens 

Barbara Murray, Heather Moore, Derek 

Grimshaw and Rosanna Henderson 

Strawberry Tea  
Another great afternoon 

thanks to Allison and 

Matthew McAllister who 

hosted the occasion in their 

fine garden.  

Guests included MPs Rupa 

Huq and Steve Pound and 

Mayor of Ealing, Councillor 

Dr Abdullah Gulaid. 

 2018 May Queen, Grace Connet with 

this year’s Queen,  Juliet Termos. 

Councillor Greg Stafford with his family  

Rupa Huq MP with Brentham Chair, 

Gina Mallin 

 Ealing’s Mayor, Cllr   

Dr Abdullah Gulaid   

Steve Pound MP 
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Summer Gardens Award 

I t was rather late in the summer when we walked round the 

estate this year but it was lovely to see our front gardens still 

in their high summer colours. 

The gardens shortlisted for the Summer 2019 Award are: 

20 Brentham Way, 29 Denison Road, 31 Denison Road,  

28 Fowlers Walk, 91 Fowlers Walk, 44 Holyoake Walk,  

11 Ludlow Road, 26 Ludlow Road, 68 Meadvale Road,  

12 Neville Road, 25/27 Neville Road, 3 North View, 1 Ruskin 

Gardens, 28 Winscombe Crescent, 27 Woodfield Crescent, 49 

Woodfield Crescent.    

The winner will be announced at the AGM in March.  

 

Pavement Planting 

The judges were delighted to see an increasing number of pavement plantings all over the Brentham Estate this 

summer and hope to see more in the future.  It really does make our environment even more attractive.  

 

Topical Tip for September  

Now is the time to divide perennials.  This should be done every two to three 

years to help keep plants healthy and 

vigorous. Perennials which can be 

divided now include agapanthus, 

bergenia, crocosmia, geraniums, 

ornamental grasses and primula. 

We will be judging the Autumn 

Award at the end of October and are 

looking forward to seeing autumnal 

tints.   Happy gardening!  

   Vicky Snodin 

North Ealing School Visit 

T he Brentham Society is always keen to spread the 

word about our unique Garden Suburb and its 

history and we regularly conduct tours for visitors and 

school parties. In July we welcomed 90 Year 5 pupils 

from North Ealing School. In three separate groups 

they were given the full Brentham Experience: a tour 

with Clive Evans, a suburb history quiz with Alan 

Henderson and an art session in the Club grounds. 

Each pupil was given a Brentham post card and invited 

to write on it their impression of the visit. The writers 

of the cards judged to be the most inspiring were later 

awarded a Brentham mug, and Year 5 teacher Jon 

Facey was presented with a Brentham book. He said 

“It’s great to be able to show the  children a bit of  local 

history that’s on their doorstep.” 

44 Holyoake Walk 

31 Denison Road Pavement planting in Fowlers Walk 

Clive Evans, 

Jon Facey, 

Sam,  

Izzy,  

Nika, 

& Maddie 
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In Brief 

 Keep in touch - We like to use email to communicate with our members so please ensure we have your up-

to-date email address. Please email secretary@brentham.com  

 

 Help wanted - The Brentham Society is looking for help in two areas.  

 Firstly, the committee needs a secretary. It’s not a very onerous job but is vital to c0-0rdinate our various 

 ongoing projects.  

 Secondly, we also need a membership co-ordinator, since Mike Gandon stepped down from the role. We 

thank him for his sterling work in keeping track of our members. If the Brentham Society is to properly 

represent residents on the estate, we need to encourage as many households as possible to join up.  

 For information on either of these roles please contact chair@brentham.com  

 

 Hedge Cutting - There are quite a few Brentham hedges  that could do with a haircut. Some in front 

gardens, and rather more in the twittens that wind their way round the backlands.   

 If you have trouble cutting your hedge it may be worth talking to neighbours about forming a joint clear-up 

 party. 
 

 Kenmure Mansions Development - The current proposals will make a big difference to the look of the 

Lane, and it could also affect traffic and parking. The PCA is co-ordinating a response. See their website: 

https://www.pitshanger.org.uk/  

Fred Perry Championship 2019   

7th & 8th September  

The Brentham Club and Will to Win are hosting a new 

junior tennis competition for boys and girls to celebrate 

the sporting heritage of Fred Perry, who learnt to play at 

Brentham and is arguably Ealing’s most famous local 

sporting hero. 
 

The tournament is FREE to all spectators and is a great 

opportunity to see future stars of British tennis at the 

Brentham Club and in Pitshanger Park.   
 

SATURDAY 7th  9am: Coaching Clinic at The Brentham 

Club,  followed  by 1st & 2nd round matches at both 

venues. 
 

SUNDAY 8th  9am onwards: Semi Finals and Finals at 

The Brentham Club. 

Screenings are in St Barnabas Millennium Hall. 
 

18 Sept    State Fair (PG)                 2 pm  

25 Sept   Three Billboards outside  

     Ebbing Missouri (15)      8.15 pm 

28 Sept   Stan & Ollie  (PG) + Silent Shorts   7  pm  

29 Sept   Don Giovanni (E)          7 pm  

16 Oct      Carousel (PG)                2 pm  

27 Oct     Madama Butterfly  (E)                     7 pm 

30 Oct    A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night  (18)  8.15 pm 

31 Oct     Spione (PG) with LIVE Organ TBC  7 pm  

Pitshanger Lane Library 

N egotiations are continuing to try to save 

Pitshanger Lane library following the Council 

decision to close libraries to save money.  

Spearheading efforts to save the library is John Martin, 

Chair of the Pitshanger Village Traders Association. He 

was leader of the campaign that resulted in Pitshanger 

Lane winning the London category of the GB High 

Street Award in 2015, and is convinced the library is an 

important service for shoppers and visitors who come 

to Pitshanger Lane from all over Ealing. He sees it as a 

‘hub within a hub’. 

 

John says the council wishes to maintain the service as 

a Community Managed Library (CML) and he, together 

with his wife, Rhian, and two other residents formed 

“Friends of Pitshanger Library” in order to see if this 

was possible. John believes the library must remain in 

its central location to fulfil its role as a hub and that 

after an accurate analysis of running costs, and the 

finding of enough volunteers, it is perfectly possible for 

the library to continue in this way, subject to the 

submission of a suitable business plan to the Council. 

Co-siting other services in the location may be another 

way to help ‘balance the books’, so to speak.  

 

There has been a good response to the call for 

volunteers but more are 

needed and they will 

strengthen the case for the new 

CML amenity. 
 

If you would like to volunteer 

in any one of a number of ways 

to assist in running one of 

Pitshanger Lane’s key services, contact John Martin 

Estates on 020 8998 3333. 

Email: johnmartin@johnmartinestates.com 

Balancing the books 

https://www.pitshanger.org.uk/
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You can contribute to Brentham News by emailing  news@brentham.com   
 
 

The next edition is due out in February 2020                                                               

 

 THE BRENTHAM CLUB 

FOR EVERYONE  

for Sports  

TENNIS, CRICKET, FOOTBALL, BOWLS, BRIDGE, SNOOKER AND DARTS 

for Social events 

COMEDY NIGHTS, MUSICAL NIGHTS, QUIZZES to name but a few (see below) 

For Special events 

• Licensed to hold weddings and civil ceremonies 

• A great venue for celebrations – from birthday and Christmas parties  

to wedding and wakes – in a variety of spaces 

and from your morning kick start to a teatime treat  

The Fred Perry Café has a range of sandwiches, paninis, cakes and drinks  
 

WHAT’S ON … a snapshot 

Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 September  The Fred Perry Championship 

Friday 13–Sunday 22 September  LTA Winter Series Tournament 

Sunday 22 September    Free 5K Run /  & 1K Children’s fun run 

Friday 11 October     BLONDIE tribute act 

Saturday 16 October    Silent Disco   70s / 80s/ 90s 

Saturday 2 November   Fireworks Night 

 

See website for details: www.brenthamclub.co.uk     38a Meadvale Road, Ealing  W5 1NP  

and for tickets: www.ticketor.com/brenthamclub        Phone:  020 8997 2624

mailto:news@brentham.com

