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Back and Buzzing 
           

W hat a glorious summer we have had, no not the 

weather of course, but a return to something 

approaching normality. The Brentham Club has been 

able to host some wonderful outdoor events, we have 

been judging best Brentham front gardens again and 

even the guided Brentham walks are back. 

The walks are part of the annual London Open House 

programme. Open to all visitors, they were well attended 

last weekend. It is hugely rewarding to be able to 

welcome visitors who want to learn about our history and 

enjoy the architecture and gardens. At one point I 

observed that a particularly floriferous frontage caught 

their eye, and it turned out to be the winner of our 

Summer Front Garden Award, pictured below. 

Congratulations to all the front gardeners whose hard 

work can be appreciated by so many of us. 
 

Observant residents may have noticed we also advertised 

the walks on the Brentham notice boards this year and it 

was good to see some residents  joining us. This has made 

me think that we should organise a walk for residents, 

which would encompass some historical elements but 

also a “living in Brentham” part and conclude with a 

social get together at the club where we can help with 

planning advice and discuss any other matters. As 

soon as we can finalise details we will post these 

online and on the notice boards.  
 

In this digital age, with so much communication via 

our phones and computers I am rather fond of our 

Brentham notice boards which we like to update 

regularly with Brentham news and events.  So for all 

young budding artists and designers do check out 

our competition for the Christmas posters inside this 

edition and get on board! 
 

The rather wet summer, albeit not the best for sun 

lovers, has seen some spectacular growth in our 

hedges. I mention this as we have received a few 

complaints about overgrown hedges in the twittens, 

making them difficult to walk through, while others 

intrude over pavements. Just a reminder that hedges 

that back on to twittens, as well as those alongside 

pavements, are the responsibility of the house owner 

or tenant whose property they border. Trimming and 

pruning  hedges does  

promote healthier and 

denser growth, offering more 

security from the hedge, so it 

really is beneficial all round. 

In fact our hedges are such a 

valuable part of the 

Brentham landscape they are 

protected from removal by 

the Article 4 conservation 

directive. For further 

information there’s an 

excellent article on 

maintaining hedges on our 

website www.brentham.com 

I hope you enjoy this edition 

of Brentham News. 

                Jo Bradley       

 chair@brentham.com 

   Winner of the 2021 Summer Front Gardens Awards 
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Sustainable Brentham 

by Steve Jenkins 

 

A t the time Brentham was being built only 6% of UK 

houses had electricity and new Brentham residents 

were given the option of either gas or electric interior 

lighting for the innovative ‘ideal’ homes. Many opted for 

gas.  

 

A century later the UK has announced plans to ban gas 

and oil boilers for new build homes from 2025 as part of 

its drive towards reducing fossil fuels and achieving net 

zero carbon emissions in 2050. Currently 85% of UK 

homes are heated by gas and alternative heating 

technologies are comparatively expensive so there are no 

plans to phase out gas boilers from existing homes any 

time soon. However, over the next decade, as an 

increasing proportion of the UK’s electricity is generated 

by wind and solar and as alternative heating systems 

become cheaper and more efficient, the relative benefits 

of gas could be eroded. But what are the alternatives? 

 

The main contenders to replace gas boilers are heat 

pumps. Similar to the way a fridge-freezer uses electricity 

to remove heat from its interior on a warm day, heat 

pumps are able to do the opposite - extract heat from the 

external environment to heat a home and hot water even 

when the temperature outside falls below freezing. There 

are two main types. 

 

An Air Source Heat Pump resembles a large air 

conditioning unit that can sit in a back garden and 

extract heat from the surrounding air. They need to be 

sited carefully to minimise noise pollution and avoid 

harming the character of the conservation area. 

 

Ground Source Heat Pumps are installed inside a house 

and connect to individual or community boreholes sunk 

more than 200m into the ground or to piping looped 

under the surface of a large garden or field.  

The underground pipework has to be positioned  

so as to avoid damaging trees or groundwater  

 

supplies, and the groundwork is much more  

disruptive and costly compared to air source heat pumps.  

 

One Brentham resident 

is trialling completely 

different technology - 

infrared radiators. 

Infrared waves are the 

reason we feel warm 

when the sun is shining 

on a wintery day. Unlike 

conventional radiators 

which heat the air in a 

room, infrared radiators 

use less energy to 

directly heat objects such 

as walls, furniture and 

people. The radiators 

resemble flat panels 

that can be mounted on 

interior walls or 

ceilings. 

 

Perhaps more controversially, burning wood can also 

produce less carbon emissions compared to a gas boiler 

but only if the logs are very dry and the wood stove is 

extremely efficient.  

 

Regardless of how you heat your home, one of the 

simplest ways to reduce carbon is to upgrade your 

insulation. Historic England provides an excellent series 

of guides that are 

specifically aimed at 

owners of historic 

buildings like ours. They 

are available to 

download from: 

historicengland.org.uk/

advice/technical-advice/

energy-efficiency-and-

historic-buildings/ 

 

Finally, in November, to 

coincide with the UN 

Climate Change 

Conference, we plan to 

launch a Sustainable 

Brentham Group 

with regular meetings or zoom calls on topics that will 

include sustainable heating, home insulation, 

government incentives, community energy and electric 

vehicle charging. If you would like to join the group to 

learn more about these subjects, share your experiences 

or help with projects then please send an email to 

sustainable@brentham.com. 

 Air Source Heat Pump (Source: vaillant.com) 

 Infrared Radiator on a ceiling 
(Source: Herschel-infrared co.uk) 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/energy-efficiency-and-historic-buildings/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/energy-efficiency-and-historic-buildings/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/energy-efficiency-and-historic-buildings/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/energy-efficiency-and-historic-buildings/
mailto:sustainable@brentham.com
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Summer Front Gardens Awards 2021  

A fter a long break, the Brentham Garden Group resumed judging 

for the Front Gardens Award in July and three new judges were 

appointed – Gina Jenkins, Robert Pain and me.  

It was a lovely excuse to walk around the estate on a gorgeous 

summer’s day. Gina and I even sampled a few juicy plums and 

blackberries from a couple of the gardens – with the owners’ 

permission! There is so much variety in terms of size, landscaping, 

colours and planting. People have clearly put a great deal of passion 

and effort into their gardens over the last 18 months or so. Admiring 

the gardens and taking a few photos was the easy part.  

The tough part was finding a winner. We finally decided on 65 

Woodfield Road. This is a small garden filled with brightly coloured 

flowers, climbers, hanging baskets and plenty of greenery with not a 

centimetre of wasted space! 

Brentham residents are taking care of wildlife as well as creating 

beautiful front gardens. Many have bird feeders, pollinator-friendly 

plants and at least one has a pond. The mini-wildflower meadow at  

17 Brentham Way looked lush at the time of our visit. Some gardeners 

are making the most of their front plots by growing fruit and  

vegetables, as well as ornamentals.  
 

Winner:        65 Woodfield Road 
 

Runners-up:             16 Woodfield Crescent, 214 Pitshanger 

Lane, 51 Meadvale Road, 33 Holyoake Walk 

and 115 Fowlers Walk.  
 

Special mentions:  Wildlife garden - 17 Brentham Way 

 Pond life garden - 19 Winscombe Crescent 
 

Congratulations to all of them. 
 

The judging for the Autumn Awards will take place in October. 

                Teresa Mazur 

  51 Meadvale Road 

    33 Holyoake Walk 

 16 Woodfield Cres  
 

 

 115 Fowlers Walk 
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Posters for Christmas Competition 

We know autumn is only just starting but it’s a good time to  give advance notice of a 

proposed competition to create the best designs for Christmas. The winners will be 

displayed on the notice boards found in front gardens around Brentham. 

The competition is open to all children under 16 living in Brentham and the designs  

should have a seasonal theme. Entries, suitable for printing at A4 size, should be submitted 

as image files (such as jpeg) together with the name, address and age of the entrant, and 

sent to competition@brentham.com 

Closing date is 30th November and the winning images will be posted on noticeboards  

in the first week of December.  

 

 

 

F or two weekends, artists of Ealing are once again able to show their work, 

thanks to the borough’s Art Trail. Some choose to open up their homes to 

visitors, while some combine with others and display their work  in public 

venues.   

Here in Brentham, at 47 Meadvale Road, Rosanna Henderson is showing a 

selection of her distinctive mosaics and glass art.  She says “I use a vibrant 

range of colours to give a contemporary twist to this traditional art form. A 

percentage of my sales will go to the Ealing foodbank”. 

 

 

At Questors Theatre, Brentham resident, Elizabeth Loach, is showing her art as part 

of the 4020 group. She says “When the lockdown started, with spare time on my 

hands, I decided to try painting, and I joined the group at the Hanwell Community 

Centre”. Elizabeth works in set design for TV and film so it’s no surprise that her first 

paintings were of architectural subjects. “But then a friend gave my son a Butterfly 

Farm Kit consisting of a few chrysalises, which soon turned into butterflies. And they 

were the incentive to trying a still life”.  The result is a charming painting in acrylic. 

Her next challenge is to try her hand in oils: “I’ve started a figure painting in oils and 

I’m surprised to learn that you can get any skin tone from just four colours!” 
 

There is also a group of local artists showing a range of paintings and photographs  

in St Barnabas Church.  

Barbara Murray Birthday 

On August 22nd, Barbara Murray of Winscombe Crescent celebrated her 99th birthday and we 

congratulate her as she enters her 100th year. Barbara has lived on the estate since 1930 so has seen a few 

changes but she says “Thankfully the 

appearance of Brentham has not 

altered much and that has a lot to do 

with the founding of the Brentham 

Society and their efforts to halt the 

damaging changes to houses that 

people were starting to make in the 

1970s”. Barbara was a founder 

member of the Society and has always 

been a staunch supporter. In 1981 she 

suggested the famous Strawberry Tea 

and hosted it in her back garden for 

35 years.  

 A mosaic by Rosanna Henderson   

 Still life by Elizabeth Loach   

 Barbara celebrates with her family 
including her two sons Frank  

and John in the front row 

 In August Barbara Murray 
entered her 100th year 
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A rchive pictures of Brentham form an important record of our history and architecture, and aerial pictures 

are a particularly good way of getting an overview of the landscape. It is now proposed to make an updated 

record of Brentham from the air using modern technology.  

Early aerial pictures tell a fascinating story of how the estate developed. 

For instance, these two photographs showing Brentham from the air 

date from 1917 and the early late 1920s.   

In 1917, it is clear that many houses are still to be built in Brentham 

Way, Fowlers Walk and Brunswick Road. There’s no sign of the A40 or 

any houses east of Fowlers Walk. 

The photo from the late 1920s shows the A40 had still not been built. 

Pictures like these help record our history and the Brentham Society 

would like to create a new aerial survey of the estate using a state-of-the 

-art drone.   
 

This is not something new, Historic England has been using drones to 

capture images of historic buildings since 2008, but it will be a first for 

Brentham and such a survey will provide a unique record of our special 

architecture and landscape for current and future generations to 

reference and study.  
The plan is to select a particular day for the drone survey, which we 

would publish in advance. The drone would pass overhead at around  

20-40 metres and at that altitude consent of the landowners over which 

it flies is needed. We hope that residents would not object to the 

creation of this history-making record of Brentham’s unique landscape.  

It is planned to make the survey on one day in spring 2022, with public 

viewings of the material recorded available shortly afterwards in the 

Brentham Club.  

Aerial Survey of Brentham 

       

  

  

 

 

1917 aerial photo of Brentham 

 Contemporary high angle view 

  Late 1920s view before the A40  

R oad-side trees have always been an important part of the Brentham 

landscape but sometimes newly 

planted trees struggle - and some die - 

through lack of water.  So when a new 

tree was recently planted in Pitshanger 

Lane several concerned nearby 

neighbours sought advice. They were told 

‘You can’t overwater them’ so they have 

decided between them to keep an eye on 

the tree for a couple of years until it 

develops a strong root system.  

The Lecat family live close to the tree and 

can reach it with a hose, so are leading 

the watering mission. 
 Trees in Meadvale Road c 1920s 

 Alix Lecat 

waters the 

new tree in 

Pitshanger 

Lane  

Martin Mortimore   

Caring for Street Trees 
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A Tropical Haven in Brentham  

For the last two summers, the pandemic has prevented us from holding our traditional Open Gardens Day which 

allows us access to some of the spectacular back gardens on the estate. Given this, it seems fitting to start an 

occasional series featuring a selection of our most interesting gardens and the people who created them. We begin 

with Tony Heaven’s garden in Fowler’s Walk.  

 

Tony and his wife, Hazel, moved to their house on the Brentham estate 20 years ago. 

They live with their two cats and Tony’s collection of orchids. 

Their back garden started off as 

typical suburban arrangement 

with a lawn, a few shrubs and 

some flowerbeds. Tony recalls: 

“Over the years, we’ve worked 

hard to transform the plot into a 

sort of leafy paradise with a 

variety of  plants, shrubs and 

trees.   We have evergreen 

jasmine, delicate ferns, a banana 

tree, a Persian silk tree and 

several acers which provide 

glorious autumn colour”.  The 

lawn was removed some years 

ago to make way for more plants and a central 

seating area. Tony says: “I was happy to donate 

the lawnmower to another household and never 

have to mow the grass again!” 
 

The garden is a haven for wildlife as well as for humans. “The pond is very 

popular with the local newt population this year and has attracted plenty of 

frogs over the years. The bird feeders also bring visitors to the garden. These 

are all good for keeping the slug and snail population under control. And the 

plants bring pollinators and other beneficial insects to the garden”. 

Tony has a passion for orchids and grows many different types in all shapes, 

sizes and colours. “I have a hothouse hidden away at the back of the garden 

where I nurture the orchids and more exotic plants –it’s full of water vapour 

just like a mini-Kew Gardens glasshouse!” 

             Teresa Mazur  

                   

    
 

A s part of the 2021 London Open House scheme, on the 4th 

and 5th September there were guided walks through 

Brentham along with a short history of the estate.   

Sue Elliott and Clive Evans shared guiding duties and as usual, 

the walks were very popular with visitors - some from Brentham, 

some from Ealing and others from further afield. All of them 

seemed impressed with the architecture and history of the estate. 

Jill Peabody, from Hanwell said: “I’ve walked through here 

before but always got lost with the road layout and footpaths! 

Now I understand why the layout is as it is and the level of detail 

about the architecture was fascinating”.   

If you missed these walks but are still interested, we plan to organize more Brentham walks, suitable for new (and 

existing) residents.   If you can’t wait there’s a self-guiding leaflet on the Brentham website:  www.brentham.com 

LONDON OPEN HOUSE 

  Clive Evans guides a group through the estate 

Brentham Guided Walks 
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H aving survived the unprecedented circumstances of 

the last 18 months, the Club is now gradually 

returning to "pre-pandemic" conditions. All our outdoor 

sports have resumed, and at long last we are now taking 

bookings for events such as wedding receptions, birthday 

parties, music and comedy events. We aim to publish a 

full events programme in the near future, and it should 

include a Silent Disco night, a Beatles tribute band, a 

Blondie tribute band, a comedy night, and Quiz nights.  

As always, Club Members will receive discounted prices. 

We are trying to return the Club to its original purpose, 

as the social centre for the local community. As such, we 

have undertaken a major drive aimed at Social members 

only, particularly those within walking distance of the 

Club, and this has attracted over 150 new members in the 

last couple of months. New members can join for just £35 

and this entitles them to significant discounts on food, 

drink and events. 

Some of you may have been to our very successful Street 

Food markets in the last few weeks. Each of these events 

has attracted several hundred local residents and it has 

been great to see so many local families and friends 

enjoying good food and good company. The next one is 

on Friday September 17th. Two other dates for your 

diaries are the Fred Perry Tennis Tournament on 11th 

and 12th September (where you can watch some of the 

UK's very best junior tennis players) and the first of our 

new monthly Artisan markets on Sunday September 

26th. 

So, things are looking up at The Brentham! Please pop 

down and see us (or better still, join us!) 
   

                Colin Hearn, Chair, Brentham Club 

Brentham Club Back in Action 

 

 

T he Arts Society Ealing (formerly known as 

Nadfas/Edfas) belongs to the large umbrella 

organisation, The Arts Society, and offers lively and 

friendly monthly lectures as well as events, tours, 

holidays and special interest days.   
 

It will be meeting at its new home, St Barnabas 

Church Hall, on the fourth Monday evening of 

each month. Lectures are always given by Arts Society-

accredited lecturers. 

Next lectures:  

Monday 27 September at 7.30pm  

Julia Musgrave  talks about The Irritating 

and Influential Mr Whistler.  

 

Monday 25 October  

Magdalen Evans talks 

about Creativity in British 

Prisons.  

Monday 22 November, 

Graham Jones discusses 

 The Art of State Ceremonial 

Music.   
 

Non-members are welcome to 

attend lectures at a cost of £8 

per lecture.  To join the Society 

and enjoy ten lectures a year, 

please see our website   

theartssocietyealing.org.uk 

  

Mother of Pearl & Silver: The 

Andalusian by  James McNeill 

Whistler. The model Ethel Whibley 

was  also the artist’s secretary  

 Street 
Food nights 
at  the 
Brentham 
Club. 
 

 

 The Fred 
Perry Tennis 
Tournament 

https://theartssocietyealing.org.uk/
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You can contribute to Brentham News by emailing news@brentham.com   
 
 

The next edition is due out in February 2022                                                               

Social Membership is only £35 for the 
first year! 

• Join today and become part of the Brentham community 
• Discounted prices on food, drink and special events 
• Great venue/room hire for Birthday, Christmas,  
   Anniversary parties, and Weddings  
 

TOP BAR AND BALCONY  

Monday–Friday 5.00pm–11.00pm 
Saturday 12.00pm–11.00pm 
Sunday 12.00pm–10.00pm 
 

THE FRED PERRY CAFÉ 
Monday–Friday: 10.00am–4.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 9.00am–12.00pm 
 

Everyone welcome, members and non-members 

What’s on – a snapshot 

Friday 17 Sept:       Street Food Market  5.00pm–9.00pm 
Sunday 26 Sept:     Vintage/Artisan Market 10.00am–3.00pm 
Saturday 9 Oct:       Silent Disco  
Friday 15 Oct:         Street Food Market 5.00pm–9.00pm 
Friday 29 Oct:         Halloween Party in the Top Bar  
Sunday 31 Oct:       Vintage/Artisan Market 10.00am–3.00pm 
Saturday 6 Nov:      Fireworks Night 
Saturday 20 Nov     Blondie Tribute band 
Saturday 11 Dec:    Catfish Blues/Rock band  
Saturday 18 Dec:    Beatles Tribute band 

For more details on forthcoming events, see website: 
www.brenthamclub.co.uk 
 

For general enquiries: 020 8997 2624 
Email: manager@brenthamclub.co.uk  

Welcome to  

The Brentham Club  
Sports and Social Activities for everyone
 

TENNIS, CRICKET, FOOTBALL, BOWLS, SNOOKER, DARTS & BRIDGE 
Licensed to hold weddings and civil ceremonies 

mailto:news@brentham.com

