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Springtime in Brentham 

W elcome to the first Brentham News of 2022. And 

welcome also to any new residents who have 

recently moved into our lovely garden suburb.  

As we look forward to spring it is also the time of year we 

prepare for our AGM and ask residents for their annual 

subscription for Brentham Society Membership - at £5 

per household.  The AGM is planned for Tuesday 22nd 

March at the Brentham Club and having been unable to 

hold a meeting since 2020, the committee are very much 

looking forward to seeing you all. The AGM is a chance to 

report on the society’s achievements over the last two 

years, and look forward to the challenges ahead.  

The AGM is also where we elect this year’s committee.  

The number of committee members has dwindled a little 

over recent years and we would very much welcome some 

new faces to the team. So if you are passionate about the 

future of the estate, are able to give up a little of your 

time, and enjoy a few challenges along the way then do 

please get in contact with us either before or at the AGM.  

One of the issues which interests more and more 

residents is the charging of electric vehicles. As we go to 

press, Ealing Council are consulting Brentham residents 

on the location and number of planned electric charging 

points. These would have marked bays reserved only for 

charging vehicles, unlike the points installed in lamp 

posts on the western end of Meadvale Road which are 

often blocked by parked cars.  

We hope to be able to hold our regular summer events 

this year - Open Gardens Day is planned for 12th June 

and the Strawberry Tea on a date still to be decided.  

Final details will be posted online and on the notice 

boards. So keep your diaries free!  In addition, we hope  

to stage a one off evening social event to view the 

results of the planned Aerial Survey of Brentham - 

details are on page 3.  

The survey will provide an excellent modern addition 

to our historical archives, most of which now live in 

the top floor of the newly restored Brentham Club 

tower. Recently we were able to display some of the 

(older) archives for the first time to a party of 

visitors. The group, from the Brentford Photographic 

Society, wanted to include Brentham on one of their 

weekend walks and learn more about the estate’s 

unique history. It is a reminder of the significance of 

our Estate that over the years, we have guided a large 

number of visitors around Brentham. 

One of the important aspects of the Brentham 

Society is to ensure conservation guidelines are 

followed. In 2021, we were able to offer planning 

advice to more residents than ever before. In fact, 

several new residents contacted us before moving in, 

to seek advice on planning issues within our 

conservation area. Although we do not make it a 

condition of giving advice we do hope all residents 

receiving our advice will be renewing their 

membership or joining for the first time.   

Our lovely gardens are on show again with the 

Autumn Front Garden winners in this edition and we 

hope to get a chance to visit some of the back 

gardens when our summer events go ahead.  After 

attending Open Gardens and the Strawberry Tea for 

the first time myself in 2019, I am much looking 

forward to both events again. So fingers crossed for 

2022! 

                    Jo Bradley         

                                                  chair@brentham.com 

   Front Garden Awards    See page 4 

The Brentham Society AGM  

will be held at the Brentham Club on  

Tuesday 22nd  March at 8 pm 
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A Breath of Fresh Air 

By Steve Jenkins 

I  began this series of articles by describing Brentham 

as a work of art. However, the more I researched the 

estate’s history the more I realised that Brentham 

attracted some of the most influential planning and 

architectural expertise in the UK, all eager to 

demonstrate how the design of homes and the wider 

environment could radically improve the health and 

wellbeing of residents. 

 

One of these experts 

was George Lister 

Sutcliffe, the 

architect who 

designed the 

Brentham Club and 

many Brentham 

houses. In 1899, 

prior to working on 

Brentham, Sutcliffe 

had edited ‘The 

Principles and Practice of Modern House-Construction’. 

At a time when a great number of people in London lived 

in appalling conditions, the publication considered every 

aspect of home design with a focus on health and 

wellbeing, and many of the proposed practices were used 

in Brentham houses. One of the chapters covers 

ventilation and describes various approaches to reducing  

draughts while ensuring there is sufficient controllable 

air flow to maintain a healthy interior environment.  I 

have discovered that Brentham houses were intended to 

be artistically, architecturally and literally a breath of 

fresh air.  

Among the 

innovations 

described is the 

Sheringham 

Ventilator. The Royal 

Museums Greenwich 

has a working model 

of a ventilator once 

used on board ships. 

It is made of brass, 

mounted in stained 

mahogany and 

operated with a rope 

cord. It was invented 

by Mr John Sheringham of Kensington. The advantages 

of his invention were described in the Illustrated London 

News dated April 1850: 

 ‘It will be found that the oblique direction which is 

given to the flap of the ventilator, when opened, will 

induce an upward direction to the in-coming current of 

air admitted by it, and that this upward direction will 

be retained a sufficient length of time to enable it to 

become warmed, and dispersed through the warmer air 

within the apartment before it reaches the occupants 

and hence there will be removed from such in-coming 

current of air, in sufficient time, all the injurious 

tendencies of a cold current of air frequently, and 

frequently severely, felt from an open window’. 
 

Last year I decided to follow 

Historic England’s energy 

efficiency advice and improve the 

insulation in my house. I replaced 

the draught-proofing on all our 

original doors and windows, 

placed additional ‘sausage’ 

draught-excluders on the front 

and back doors and installed 

secondary glazing on some 

windows. I also restored the 

Sheringham Ventilator that had 

remained sealed and painted-over in one bedroom. The 

ventilator works surprisingly well and we now use it as 

an alternative to opening the window. 
 

One of the paragraphs in the Principles and Practice of 

Modern House-Construction that I took to heart was: 

‘…it is even more essential that every householder 

should understand the limits to the power of an 

architect or builder to make provision for ventilation 

under varying conditions of the atmosphere, and in the 

various apartments of a dwelling, and that he should 

also realise the necessity for constant supervision and 

regulation, even when the greatest care and knowledge 

have been employed in providing suitable means for 

ventilation.’ 
 

So, having placed 

temperature and 

humidity gauges 

throughout our home 

we have become more 

aware of when and 

where to open windows 

and vents in order to 

refresh the interior air 

while also retaining 

heat. Together with the 

renewed draught-

proofing, we are 

already benefiting from 

a huge improvement in 

comfort levels and a reduction in heating bills. For me, 

the experience has demonstrated that lessons from the 

past can provide valuable knowledge to improve our 

present-day lives. 
 

The Sustainable Brentham Group discussed house 

insulation on a Zoom call in December. The next meeting 

of the group will be in March. If you would like to be 

involved then please email: 

sustainable@brentham.com 

  The restored Sheringham 
Ventilator 

  A working model of the 
Sheringham Ventilator (Royal 

Museums, Greenwich) 

http://www.brentham.com
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Front Gardens Awards 2021  

A utumn colours on the estate 

never fail to take your breath 

away. With so many ornamental 

cherry trees, ginkgo biloba (maiden 

hair tree) and acers it's a feast for the 

eyes. As the temperature drops 

Mother Nature does her magic by 

gently turning green colours into 

something very special and every 

year it's slightly different: hints of 

red, pink, yellow and orange. 

Sometimes it's subtle, sometimes it's 

bright and loud, like a firework display before a winter pause, ready for the 

next season's grand performance. 

The Autumn category winner is 33 Holyoake 

Walk.  

Runners-up: 19 Brentham Way, 111 Fowlers 

Walk, 67 Meadvale Road, 115 Fowlers Walk. 

Finally, the winner of the Rose Bowl for 2021 is 

also Holly Smallman’s garden at 33 Holyoake 

Walk. 
 

It’s a beautifully designed garden, where plants are 

thriving in harmony at all seasons of the year. Structural 

plants, evergreens, well positioned scented plants, herbs, 

magic autumnal colours of acer and cherry tree, dreamy 

wisteria framing the front window - are all interwoven with  

clever gravel paths that make you wander around and 

explore more of the garden. The bench at the far corner of the garden invites one for a 

cup of tea and a moment to relax and unwind. If you have not yet discovered this gem 

in Brentham, I would strongly encourage you to have a peek at Holly's garden, it's 

truly inspirational. 

This year the judges were trying to keep residents updated by displaying  the results 

on Brentham notice boards at the end of each season and hopefully we will be able to 

congratulate the winners at the Brentham Society AGM in March. 

We’ll soon be looking at front gardens in the Spring category, so keep up the good 

work and you could be the next winner in 2022.     

A big thank you to all residents of the Brentham Estate for keeping it beautiful. 

              Gina Jenkins 

Brentham Aerial Survey 
Plans are afoot for our first ever aerial survey of the estate to take place 

in the spring, and we have set a target date of March 28th. The hope is 

that by then there may be some cherry blossom in the streets but the 

bigger trees would not be in full leaf which could obscure the views of 

our fine estate. 

In the event of poor weather we will postpone until later that week. 

Nearer the time, the Brentham website will carry the latest news and all 

residents for which we have email addresses - and those registered for 

updates with the website – will be notified.  
 

On the day, we will have a shot-list ready.  From higher altitude we will record general aerial shots of the estate, 

including fly-overs of streets, groups of houses and green spaces.  

Specific shots will feature houses of particular interest and architectural detail. In these cases, the residents involved 

will be consulted in detail. One suggestion is to fly through a house  (preferably with the windows open!), and any 

ideas for unusual Brentham views from the air will be welcome.  

This is the first survey to capture the unique quality of Brentham from the air and it is hoped to have a showing of an 

assembly of the survey footage in the Brentham Club a short time after the completion of filming. 

             Martin Mortimore 

  Runner-up:19 Brentham Way 

  Runner-up:  
67 Meadvale Road 

  Autumn & Rose Bowl Winner:  
33 Holyoake Walk 

  Runner-up: 
111 Fowlers Walk 
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E nter the front door of John Benson’s house in 

Fowlers Walk and one thing strikes you - every 

wall is covered in pictures. The artworks extend 

from the ground floor, all the way up the stairs and 

into the rooms on the first floor. 

That may not seem particularly unusual, but as 

John guides you round it becomes clear that 

everything you’re looking at originated with him 

and his family. There are photographs taken by 

John’s father,  paintings by his late wife Jean and 

by Jean’s father, along with images taken by John 

himself who’s been a lifelong photographer. And 

having recently celebrated his 93rd birthday, John 

has had time to take a lot of photographs. 

John and Jean moved to Brentham in 1968. John 

says: “We were living temporarily in Mount Park 

Road and looking out for a house nearby. Jean went 

for a walk to check out this ‘house for sale’ and 

immediately took a fancy to the Brentham area and 

the house itself. We moved in shortly afterwards”.  

But John was born and brought up 200 miles away 

on the Gower in Wales. “It was a great place to grow 

up.  On holiday in Porthcawl, I remember once 

being taken on a 5 shilling flight in an early flying 

machine. I went with my brother and mother, who  

A Secret Brentham Gallery  

   Photo by John Benson 

   Paintings by Jean Benson 

   Jean Benson, photographed by John  
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later said I might have enjoyed the flight more if I’d 

opened my eyes. During the war, as a 12 year old 

boy, from our home we could see the bombing of 

Swansea in 1941. Then during 1944 I noticed that 

over one night, all the small ships in Swansea bay 

disappeared.  I was able to tell a friend on the way 

to school that this was D-Day”. 

After National Service in the RAF, John studied 

Law at Bristol University and followed an uncle into 

the Insurance industry. He says “I spent the rest of 

my career dealing with solicitors mainly in the City 

of London”. 

His father was a camera enthusiast back in Wales, 

and he left a wonderful collection of pictures that 

chronicle life there in the early 20th century. They 

include beautiful landscapes, birds nesting on steep 

cliffs, early motorists and  a Bleriot type aircraft 

landing on a beach. 

John’s own interest in taking and printing 

photographs grew throughout his life. From a 

folding bellows camera, he moved on to 35mm 

format and finally to digital equipment.  He’s 

become an expert on Photoshop – the computer 

software that lets you adjust every aspect – colour, 

brightness, contrast - of a picture. “It’s like an 

advanced digital darkroom” he says. 

All the while, Jean was painting delightful pictures 

– many were detailed studies of flowers. It seems 

her talent came from her father. John explains: 

“Roland Davies, Jean’s dad, was not only a prolific 

painter, he was an illustrator for motor magazines, 

for comics such as the Beano, and he was also a 

pioneer in early British animated cartoons. He’d 

seen some Hollywood shorts at the cinema and 

decided to set up a studio in Ipswich. He made six 

action-packed shorts featuring ‘Steve the Horse’. 

His chief animator was Carl Giles, later to become 

famous for his ‘Giles’ cartoons in the national press. 

The venture did not survive for long – in the end 

Roland could not compete with Hollywood. 

Using his photographic equipment, John has 

produced a range of images that adorn his walls. 

Many are his own photos but he’s also created 

striking photographic copies of Jean’s, and her 

father’s, artwork.  

All of them make John Benson’s house a feast for 
the eyes and a fascinating gallery. He now plans to 
sell a limited number of selected images from his 
collection as A3 size photographic prints - all in 
support of the charity Shelter. You’ll be able to see a  
display of his pictures at the AGM in March and 
more details at  www.brentham.com  
            Martin Mortimore 

   A Bleriot monoplane lands on Oxwich beach in 1912  

Photo by Edgar Benson 

   Painting by Roland Davies 

   Cartoon by Roland Davies 



 Fox and 

cub in a 

Brentham 

garden by 

John Benson   

http://www.brentham.com
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The annual subscription, still only £5 per household, is now due.   
 

 

The Brentham Society is a registered Charity which exists to protect the unique 

architectural and social integrity of the estate, enhance the depth of knowledge  

and interest in the estate’s history and to promote events for all ages to enjoy. 
 

 

Behind the scenes a dedicated group of volunteers works hard on residents’ behalf ensuring 

conservation guidelines are followed. The Conservation status of the estate cannot be taken for granted 

and is renewed at intervals by Ealing Council. Collectively we have a more powerful voice. 
 

By joining, you also contribute to the Society as a charitable entity with your donation helping towards 

the costs of printing the Brentham News, maintaining the Brentham website, staging community 

events, inviting guest speakers, and storing the archives. 
 

As more people move towards electronic transactions in everyday life, this year we are 

encouraging everyone to pay either by Bank Transfer or by credit/debit card (including 

by PAYPAL). This will be a more efficient process, save us printing costs and be more 

environmentally friendly.  
 

Here’s how to go about it: 
 

Bank Transfer (One-Off Payment or Standing Order) - preferred method 
 

Our bank details are as follows:  
 

CAF Bank  Account name: Brentham Society,  
 

Sort Code: 40-52-40,  Account No: 00019660 
 

Payee reference: Your name, house number, street name 
 

After making a payment, please confirm you have done so to membership@brentham.com 

Credit/Debit card (including PAYPAL)  
 

Go to our website www.brentham.com and follow the instructions on the HOME page. Note we 
do not hold any details of your credit/debit card and transactions are processed securely. 
 

Not happy? 
 

If you really would prefer to pay by cash or cheque, email membership@brentham.com, or 
text/call 07983 394 408 and I will arrange to collect personally.  
 
 

Remember – it is only £5 per household, but of course any additional donation will help 

support more of the Society’s work. 
 

Thank you on behalf of the Brentham Society Committee     
              Alan Henderson 

 Brentham Society Membership  - changes for 2022 

Brentham May Day 

 

 

Brentham Open Gardens 

Open Gardens returns  after a two year absence due 

to Covid restrictions. Put Sunday 12th June in 

your diary and come and visit a variety of gardens, 

large and small,  in our beautiful garden suburb. 

If you’d like to show your garden this year please 

contact teresa@brentham.com for more details. 

The parade and dancing are back this year -   

on Saturday 21st May. Enrolment for children 

will take place on Sunday 20th March at the 

Brentham Club. Call in to register your children 

anytime between 4.00 and 5.30pm. Enrolment 

fee is £15.00 per child. 

Details of rehearsals will be announced soon. 

mailto:membership@brentham.com
http://www.brentham.com
mailto:membership@brentham.com
mailto:teresa@brentham.com
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A s the winter turns into spring, and 

with the new season just three 

months away, the sound of leather on 

willow will soon be heard once again on 

the playing fields of Brentham Cricket 

Club. To the delight of the membership, 

winter nets have already begun in earnest, 

and all four cricketing XI's will be striving 

to improve on their performances of last 

year.  

 

Established in 1908 and a founding 

member of the Middlesex County Cricket 

League, Brentham CC is a regionally and 

nationally renowned cricket club. In 

addition to numerous First Class players, 

notable alumni include England opening 

batsman, Graham Barlow, Netherlands 

international, Roger Bradley, and former 

England Test Captain, Mike Brearley. For 

those who have watched the Ashes debacle unfold over 

the last few months, how the current England team 

could do with someone like him at the helm! 

 

Nowadays, Brentham CC prides itself as a friendly and 

inclusive club, playing a high-standard of cricket, with 

strong ties to the local area and in particular, the local 

schools. We field four competitive teams on a Saturday, 

which compete in the Middlesex County Cricket League, 

and two competitive teams on Sunday. Nets are held 

every Thursday evening (summer and winter). As a club, 

we are particularly proud of our thriving junior section, 

which includes colts teams from ages 5-17 and a girls 

team. Of our current senior teams, over 50% are made 

up of ex-colts. Many of our youngsters, who go to local 

schools, go on to represent the Borough and County. We 

also have an active social calendar, including an annual 

dinner, regular socials during the season, and five-aside-

football during the winter months, in a vain 

attempt to stay fit.  

 

Unfortunately, like most cricket clubs across 

the country, the COVID-19 pandemic has 

been difficult for Brentham CC. Just a 

handful of games were played in 2020 and it 

was only really towards the back-end of last 

season that things began to return to normal, 

at least in a cricketing sense. In spite of these 

difficulties, however, the 2021 season was 

something of a success, during which two of 

the Brentham playing XI's managed to 

achieve promotion. If nothing else, that is 

testament to the loyalty of playing and  

non-playing members, and a continued 

investment in local talent, of which we are 

particularly proud. We aim to build on, and 

emulate those achievements in this coming 

year. 

 

The off-season is a chance to refresh and reflect on the 

season ahead. As a club, we are always on the lookout 

for new members, particularly from the local area. The 

ties between this area and the Brentham Club are 

strong; we must continue to ensure that remains the 

case. So, whether you're a 'seasoned pro', looking to play 

competitive league cricket, never picked up a bat (or 

ball) before, or want to get your children involved in a 

new summer sporting activity, please do consider 

joining us on our journey as a club. It is fun and 

rewarding in equal measure and who knows: you may 

just be that new Mike Brearley.  
 

For membership enquiries, please contact:   

Dan Taylor on 07598 699 147.  

Email: daniel.taylor@18rlc.co.uk 

Brentham Cricket Club 

Brentham Club Update 
 

I n spite of the uncertainties due to Covid, the Club finished 2021 in relatively 

good shape. We significantly reduced Social only membership prices during 

the summer, and, as a result, added over 250 new Social members in the last 

few months. Many of our Sports sections also increased membership, 

particularly our tennis section. Club membership is now at record levels, with 

the vast majority living within walking distance of The Club. 

We put on a full programme of events in the last few months with many of them 

selling out. We also continued our hugely popular Friday Street Food markets 

and Sunday Artisan markets.  Now that Covid restrictions seem to be easing, we 

are currently planning a new programme of events and markets.   
 

Please visit our website for more details www.brenthamclub.co.uk 
 

      Colin Hearn (Chair Brentham Club) 

mailto:daniel.taylor@18rlc.co.uk
http://www.brenthamclub.co.uk/
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You can contribute to Brentham News by emailing news@brentham.com   
 
 

The next edition is due out in June 2022                                                               

 

Sports and Social Activities for everyone 
 

• Join today and become part of the wider Brentham 
community 

• Discounted prices on food, drink and special events 
• Great venue/Room hire for Birthday and Anniversary 

parties, as well as Weddings 
• Licensed to hold weddings and civil ceremonies 

 

Top Bar and Balcony 
Monday–Friday 5.00pm–11.00pm 

Saturday 12.00pm–11.00pm 
Sunday 12.00pm–10.00pm 

 

The Fred Perry Café  

Monday–Friday 10.00am–4.30pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10.00am–12.00pm 

Everyone welcome, members and non-members 
 

For general enquiries: 020 8997 2624 
email manager@brenthamclub.co.uk 

Forthcoming events 

Derek Nash & Noel McCalla – ‘Some Kinda Wonderful’ 
Saturday 26 February / SOLD OUT 

 
 

The Beatles Tribute Act 
Friday 25 March – members £15, non-members £20 

 
 

 

Silent Disco, Comedy Night, Musical Bingo, coming soon 
 
 

Street Food Markets 
2nd Friday of the month 5.00pm–9.00pm 

11 March, 8 April, 13 May 

Artisan/Vintage Markets 
Last Sunday of the month 11.00am–3.00pm 

27 February,  27 March,  24 April 
 

For more details on all events, see website: 
www.brenthamclub.co.uk 

Welcome to  

The Brentham Club  
 

TENNIS, CRICKET, FOOTBALL (for adults and children) 

BOWLS, SNOOKER, DARTS & BRIDGE 

mailto:news@brentham.com
mailto:manager@brenthamclub.co.uk
http://www.brenthamclub.co.uk

