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Chair’s Notes 

W elcome to the Spring Edition of Brentham News. 

This time last year I remember finishing my 

Chair’s Notes with fingers crossed for 2022, hoping 

previously cancelled events could go ahead. In fact we 

were able to hold more events than in many previous 

years. Hearing carol singers outside my house just before 

Christmas was a particular highlight and we were also 

able to enjoy an evening screening of the spectacular film 

Brentham From Above.  
 

The Brentham Society has also been busy fulfilling its 

objectives to protect the conservation area status of the 

estate and it is at this time of year we ask for members to 

renew their membership. The subscription is still only £5 

and that, along with donations and sponsorship, enables 

the society to publish the Brentham Newsletter, maintain 

the website and support community events, which in 

2022 raised more than £1500 for local charities.  

And if you were in any doubt about how important your 

membership is to the Brentham Conservation Area, 

then please do read Steve Jenkins’ article on page 4. 
 

It is also the time of year for the Brentham Society 

AGM. A little earlier than usual as trying to find a date 

with a free evening to book the Brentham Club hall is 

quite a challenge now - testament to the renewed and 

continued success of the Club. So I look forward to 

seeing many of you on 28th February when we will also 

be screening the film Brentham From Above again, not 

to be missed if you were unable to view it at its initial 

showing. The AGM is also a good opportunity for 

residents to join the Brentham Society and for anyone 

able to help with the Society’s activities to come 

forward. 
 

Being an animal lover I’m pleased we’ve been able to 

include some fauna with our flora in this newsletter, 

reporting on a collaboration with Ealing Wildlife Group 

to track our local hedgehog population.  And as a 

passionate cat owner I have always harboured a secret 

desire to have a Brentham Mews edition although I’m 

not sure our editor would agree!   
 

I wrote about Electric Charging Points in the Newsletter 

last year and had fully expected to include some 

photographs in this edition but the progress by the 

council has been somewhat slower than documented, so 

we still await the outcome. 

As we look forward to Spring I am wondering if we will 

hold street parties in May for the Coronation? It does 

not seem very long ago we held the Platinum Jubilee 

parties but Brentham does do them so well and they are 

lovely community events, bringing residents together.

     Jo Bradley     

     chair@brentham.com 

Membership 

The annual subscription of £5 per household for 

membership is now due. 

Payment can be made by bank transfer, credit card or in 

person. 

Bank Transfer:  Bank Account Name: Brentham Society 

Bank Sort Code: 40-52-40 | Account No: 00019660 

                                   Bank Name: CAF Bank 

Credit/Debit Card:   
www.brentham.com/brentham/membership/ 
 
Or scan the QR code to go straight to the payment page .                                        

           

Cash/Cheque: Call Membership 

Coordinator Tamara on 07703 847303 

   

 

A squirrel with a nutty snack caught by a 
Brentham camera trap (see P.2) 

The Brentham Society AGM  2023 

will be held at The Brentham Club on Tuesday 
28th February 2023 at 8pm. 

A review of the year and future plans plus 
another chance to see the film Brentham From 

Above. 

https://brentham.com/brentham/membership/
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 Project Hedgehog  

We regularly show off the delightful Flora of Brentham but less often do we report on the abundant animal life. 

Tamara Colton reports on a project to track our hedgehog population.  

 

E aling Wildlife Group (EWG) are in the midst of a Hedgehog Highway Project in which they want to help the 

expansion of accessible spaces to conserve and improve the population of our hedgehogs.  In late October, Jane 

Fernley, of the EWG, got in touch with the Brentham Society for help to spread the word.  She had nine motion 

triggered camera traps, lent from the Zoological Society of London, and had monitored the park and larger 

allotments - but she found little evidence of the elusive creatures. So Jane thought it worth trying the Brentham 

Estate with its semi-rural layout 

full of twittens, allotments and 

smaller enclosed green spaces. I 

had had a few sightings recently in 

the garden so jumped at the chance 

to get involved.  Within a few days 

of enlisting the help of our Street 

Representatives and neighbours we 

had all the nine cameras set out in various Brentham locations. The project had begun.   

The two week monitoring period was successful with five of the nine cameras capturing hogs, four with regular 

sightings and many with established routes under garden hedges, fences and allotment edges.  Neighbours had 

great fun viewing the nocturnal images - with the hedgehogs playing the starring role but also in the cast were other 

creatures - foxes, squirrels, cats and birds 

(including an unexpected and rather special 

sighting of a woodcock).  

It is clear there is a lot of support for our local 

hedgehogs and I hope with further investigation 

and more neighbours willing to get involved we 

may be able to establish more safe routes for the 

animals through hedges and fences so helping 

them thrive.  Thank you to Jane and all involved so far. 

How to help:  

 Use fresh water and hedgehog food (not bread & milk as it’s hard to digest). 

Alternatively dried cat or dog food.  

 If you have a cat, don’t worry! They get on perfectly well.  

 If you plan to observe them, keep at least a metre away from your  

      visiting hog. 

 Keep them safe. Give ponds an escape ramp, check compost heaps and under 

trees and hedges before strimming or mowing and stop using pesticides like blue slug pellets.  

  Add to our Hedgehog Highway - create holes in fences between gardens and leave wild corners in your garden.  

For further information visit: 

www.ealingwildlifegroup.com/ealing-wildlife-group/could-you-help-an-ealing-hedgehog/  

www.zsl.org/conservation/species/mammals/london-hogwatch  

               Tamara Colton 

Healthy soil supports healthy plants 

Start with the basics. Improve the health and 

longevity of your existing shrubs and perennials by 

improving the condition of your soil. Ideally, make 

your own compost or leaf mould. If you don’t have 

the space or the patience, it is worth investing in a 

few bags of composted farmyard manure (widely 

available from garden centres). Apply a 5cm layer* 

to your beds in spring - no need to dig it in, just 

leave the earthworms to do their work. 

 

Right plant, right place  

Check what growing conditions a plant needs to 

thrive – sun, shade, soil type. Consider how much 

time and effort you are prepared to put into looking 

after it - watering, feeding or protecting it from frost 

or the voracious slugs and snails that roam our 

Brentham gardens. 

Plants for free 

Take cuttings to increase the stock of your existing 

plants. Hydrangeas, salvias, penstemons, 

pelargoniums and fuchsias are all easy to propagate 

Gardening on a Budget 
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Autumn Front Gardens Award 

I  love autumn. It’s a time to pause and reflect. The summer rush is over and we can take time to enjoy our 
gardens without any pressure to keep on top of things.  

In my humble opinion gardening doesn’t have to be laborious or costly.  For me, gardening is mostly about the 
positive feeling of being outdoors, observing and nurturing plants and wildlife.  

It’s lovely to have a Chelsea quality garden but striving for perfection may not be the ultimate path for 
enjoyment.  Do as much or as little as you wish, plant anything that takes your fancy anywhere but, above all, 
enjoy the process and don’t worry about mishaps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

   
         

Runners up: 

30 Holyoake Walk: amazing autumnal hydrangea colours 
and a cosy pastel bench, framed by a beautiful Brentham 
window and wisteria. 

42 Holyoake Walk: an attractive winding path among an 
abundance of perennial and seasonal planting. 

44 Meadvale Road: a beautiful ornamental cherry tree 
towering above different shades of evergreen shrubs. A 
striking combination.  

 49 Woodfield 
Crescent is awarded the 
2022 Rose Bowl Award 
for the best garden 
round-the-year.     A 
lovely inviting front 
garden with a smart 
Tiffany-coloured bistro 
set, surrounded by 
tightly packed pots of 
seasonal planting and 
looking great all year 
around. Well done for 
making such a little 
gem.  

 A special mention 
to the colourful 
planting at the base of 
the trees in Fowlers 
Walk. It never fails to 
put a smile on my 
face.  

Happy 2023 gardening and thank you to everyone once again for keeping our Brentham estate beautiful.  

              Gina Jenkins  

 The winner of the autumn front garden 
competition is 2 Woodfield 
Avenue. Wonderful autumn colours of 
wisteria and various perennial shrubs 
with a centrepiece of an impressive stone 
planter filled with seasonal plants.  

from cuttings*. Heucheras, hardy geraniums and 

many other clump-forming perennials can be 

carefully dug up every 2-3 years and divided* into 

multiple plants. You can harvest seeds from flowers 

and vegetables in autumn. Introduce more variety 

into your garden by sharing and swapping cuttings 

and seeds with friends and neighbours. 

Planting on a budget 

A perennial can last for years if it is happy in its 

environment. Annuals grow faster - nasturtiums, 

marigolds, snapdragons (antirrhinum) and tobacco 

plants (nicotiana) are easy to grow from seed. 

Honesty (biennial), forget-me-nots and valerian will 

readily self-seed once they are established. 

Supermarkets, such as Morrisons and Tesco, sell 

bedding plants and bulbs at low prices. Premier 

Seeds Direct (online) and Wilko are excellent value 

for seeds. Growing your own vegetables can be fun 

and rewarding. Tomatoes, French/runner beans, 

radishes and courgettes are simple to grow from 

seed. Use takeaway boxes and supermarket plastic 

trays as mini-seed trays and propagators. 

NOTE: *Detailed information can be found online, 

e.g. www.gardenersworld.com 

     Teresa Mazur 
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I t may not seem like it on the surface but Brentham is 

under threat and needs the help of residents to 

survive. 
 

BRENTHAM IS WORTH SAVING 
 

Not all conservation areas are alike. The Brentham 

Garden Estate was designed by radical visionaries who 

strove to create an 

environment that combined 

healthy living and community 

spirit. The estate served as a 

tangible blueprint for urban 

planning and social housing.  

So it is no surprise that 

Brentham became one of the 

first locations in the UK to be 

designated as a conservation 

area. 
 

However, Brentham is not a 

museum, over the past 100 

years it has evolved and will 

continue to adapt to the changing needs of residents. It is 

perfectly reasonable for residents to want to alter or 

extend their individual homes and understandable that 

some builders or suppliers are unfamiliar with Brentham 

or wish to cut corners and costs. Conservation does not 

prevent change, but it does oblige local authorities to 

ensure alterations made to homes, gardens and the wider 

environment ‘preserve or enhance’ its character. This is 

achieved through periodic reviews, conservation 

expertise, management plans and, in some cases, the 

removal of ‘permitted development’ rights through 

Article 4 Directions which require residents to submit a 

planning application for alterations to the exterior of 

buildings, boundaries and 

front gardens.  

 

While these planning controls 

place a burden on residents, 

they have a positive effect on 

house prices, the quality and 

stability of the built 

environment, community 

cohesion and a unique sense of 

place-based identity. The private 

cost to individuals is therefore 

regarded as being offset by the benefits to the broader 

society and future generations.  
 

If conservation management were to be relaxed then the 

cohesive character of the area would gradually 

deteriorate, the communal benefits would decline and 

the area could potentially reach a position where it is no 

longer significant as a heritage asset and is therefore not 

worth conserving. In the case of Brentham, the 

organisation responsible for preventing its deterioration 

is Ealing Council. 

 

BUT IT IS ALL AT RISK 
 

Unfortunately, through a combination of financial 

constraints and competing priorities, preserving 

Brentham does not appear to be high on Ealing Council’s 

agenda. The council no longer has a dedicated 

Conservation Officer, periodic updates to the 

management plan have not been published and the 

planning department is 

stretched. The new draft local 

plan, which sets out how the 

borough will develop, is 

structured around town 

centres and focuses on 

climate, equality and growth. 

It barely mentions heritage 

conservation. Five 

conservation areas in the 

Borough of Ealing have 

deteriorated to the point of 

being included in Historic 

England’s ‘Heritage at Risk 

Register’ and Ealing has more ‘at risk’ conservation areas 

than 90% of the other 137 boroughs within London and 

the South East. 
 

 

CONSERVATION TAKES TIME 
 

The Brentham Society attempts to compensate for this 

shortfall. The society is consulted on all planning 

applications in Brentham and unpaid volunteers typically 

spend between 1 and 3 days reviewing and commenting 

on each application. In 2022 we received 44 applications, 

almost one per week. Unfortunately, the majority of 

these either have incomplete designs (and therefore risk 

being built incorrectly) or 

propose changes that would 

fail to ‘preserve or enhance’ 

the character of Brentham. In 

each of these cases the 

Brentham Society raises 

specific objections. We also 

review and comment on 

applications that may impact 

the conservation area - such as 

encroaching tower 

developments on the A40. It is 

easy to become complacent but pressure to develop land 

near and within Brentham is increasing. For example, 

some Brentham residents have been asked by a 

landowner to vacate their allotments, possibly in 

preparation for some kind of development. 
 

While many of the proposed developments within 

Brentham appear appropriate in isolation, our unique 

architectural details and the subtle uniformity across 

terraces or architectural groupings are at risk of being 

gradually eroded by the novel alterations made to 

individual houses.  

BRENTHAM NEEDS YOU - ACT NOW OR RISK LOSING IT 

        Brentham is worth conserving 

Without conservation Brentham could look like this 
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  Carol Singing 

“It was a lovely thing to do and glad to be a part of it. Please sign me up for 

next year!” 
 

“It was great fun!” 
 

“Thank you for the beautiful singing! My two boys just loved it.”  
 

These are some of the reactions from those who helped rekindle the 

Brentham tradition of carol singing on 22 December. Fourteen singers spent 

almost 2 hours walking across the estate, singing under various lamp posts 

and dropping donation requests through letterboxes. Everyone had a great 

time and £404 was raised for Age UK Ealing to help older people enjoy more 

fulfilling lives. A huge thank you to everyone who participated and donated. 

                Steve Jenkins 

In commenting on applications, we therefore reference 

not just the council’s conservation management plans, 

but also the original designs and documentation 

contained in the Brentham archive. Thankfully most of 

the planning applications are modified and eventually 

approved.  

In addition, our volunteers receive a stream of advice 

requests via planning@brentham.com which we attempt 

(and unfortunately sometimes fail) to reply to within a 

reasonable timeframe. Finally, we also respond to 

government and local authority consultations regarding 

planning policy and conservation where these may have a 

future impact on Brentham. 
 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
 

Your voice counts. As a community charity, the Brentham 

Society’s ‘voice’ is only as loud as the number of residents 

it represents.  So, if you value the benefits of living in a 

pioneering garden suburb and would like to see these 

safeguarded for future generations then please join the 

Brentham Society and, if you can spare some time, please 

volunteer to help.   Steve Jenkins 

          

 

The film’s director 

attempts to fly like a drone 

Brentham From Above  

Some 55 people attended our first big-
screen showing of the new short film 
BRENTHAM FROM ABOVE  which 
gives a fresh perspective on the 
architecture of our estate. 
 

St Barnabas Church Hall proved an 
excellent venue, equipped as it is with 
excellent projection and audio facilities. 
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Brentham Society AGM – 28 February  
Where: Brentham Club   
The Committee reports on activities during the last year 
and future plans plus a chance to ask questions about the 
work of the Society. Also, following the success of its 
premiere in November, another showing of the film 
Brentham From Above.  
 
 

Cheese and Wine Tasting – March/April  
Where: TBC     
Come along and meet other residents over an informative 
evening learning about cheese and wine pairing from our 
favourite local deli Harrisons.  
 
 
 

King’s Coronation Street Parties – 7-8 May  
Where: Various streets        
Celebrate the King’s Coronation and raise a glass with 
your neighbours and friends. 
 
 

 

 
Brentham May Day – 20 May  
Starting and finishing at the Brentham Club, A 
procession around Brentham, followed by the May Queen 
crowning and maypole dancing in the Club grounds. 
 

Open Gardens – 4 June  
Where: local residents’ gardens 
One of the most popular events of the year when select 
rear gardens are open to visit and explore. Discover  
delightful surprises as well as gathering gardening tips! 
 

Strawberry Tea – 25 June  
Meet and mingle with neighbours, Brentham Society 
members, Councillors and MPs over homemade cake, 
strawberries and a cup of tea. 
 

Open House Guided Walks – 9/10 & 16/17 
September  
 

Check noticeboards & website  
for TBC dates & venues 

Brentham Events 2023 

mailto:planning@brentham.com
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O ver the years, Brentham has attracted many visitors 

due to its architectural, historical and social 

significance.  In recent months they have come from as 

far away as the USA and as close as the school down the 

road. 

Many have not heard of Brentham until they either come 

across our book ‘The History of the Pioneer Garden 

Suburb’ published in 2000 or more recently stumbling 

across our website. However, in the case of two recent 

visitors, they found us within the 1072 pages of Paradise 

Planned, the definitive history of the development of the 

garden suburb - around the world.  

 

 

 

      

         

    

     

 

In November last year, having read about Brentham in 

this massive tome, two distinguished architects from 

Detroit, USA, arranged to visit.  Mark Nickita and Dorian 

Moore lead ‘Archive DS’, a unique consulting practice 

covering urban design, architecture and planning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They travel the globe studying and documenting urban 

development for use in practice. Mark explains: “We are 

particularly interested in places that are worth caring 

about by the individuals who live, work, and play in them.  

And that certainly seems to apply to Brentham.  

 

Our research involves a process of immersion that goes 

beyond the actual physical travel to a place. It includes 

prior research on the location, maps, the web, books, and 

magazines. During the visit, there is extensive 

photographing, sketching and meetings with local 

experts.”  Time restraints meant not all of this was 

possible in Brentham but they were fascinated to hear 

our story and visit the Archive Room at the top of the 

Club tower. They bought a copy of our book and then set 

off on a walk around the estate.  

They liked what they saw because it chimed with their 

own approach to architecture. Dorian added: “Archive DS 

is a member of ‘Congress for New Urbanisation’ (CNU) 

an American organisation which focuses on planning 

principles of how towns have been built for the last 

several centuries: walkable blocks and streets, housing 

and shopping in close proximity, and accessible public 

spaces. In other words: New Urbanism focuses on human

-scaled urban design”.   

Hopefully the two architects will be able to use their trip 

to Brentham to influence future designs across the USA. 

For more information visit: www.archiveds.com  or 

www.cnu.org 

Guided Tours 

 

As well as spreading the word to foreign visitors, the 

Brentham Society is also keen to explain the benefits of 

the estate to people from much closer to home.  

Last year also saw Sue Elliott lead a guided walk around 

the estate in June for a Croydon U3A group and in 

October we hosted three groups of Year 5 pupils from 

North Ealing school as part of their local history studies. 

If you’d like to arrange a group visit, see our website 
home page for details. www.brentham.com 

 

          Alan Henderson 

 

Mark Nickita and Dorian Moore  

who run Archive DS 

Croydon U3A with Sue Elliott far right 

Putting Brentham on the Map 

http://www.archiveds.com/
http://www.cnu.org
http://www.brentham.com
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K een eyed viewers of the two recent TV programmes 

about the beginnings of the BBC  - How the BBC 

Began, which is still available on iPlayer, may have 

noticed a Brentham resident among the interviewees. 

We featured Rena Stewart, of Meadvale Road, in 

Brentham News two years ago when 

she talked about her secret life at 

Bletchley Park intelligence centre 

during WWII. Now she has been 

talking to the BBC about her life in 

radio. And it has been a long life. On 

the 17th of February Rena will 

celebrate her 100th birthday. Such 

achievements are getting more 

common in Brentham. It’s just 6 

months since we marked Barbara 

Murray’s century in Winscombe 

Crescent in August. 

As it turns out, throughout her life 

Rena has had many connections with 

the BBC.  In the new programme she 

describes how as a young girl she would listen to the 

wireless when it was in its infancy. “We had the first 

wireless set in our road and people came round to listen 

to it”, she remembers. “It was a big box thing with a 

battery which had to be recharged at the local garage - it 

was so heavy that only my father could take it there. I 

always remember listening to George V – ‘Are you 

listening children, this is the King speaking to you’ – so I 

sat up straight!” 

After her secret wartime work Rena was stationed at the 

BBC listening station at Caversham where they kept 

track of broadcasts from all over the world and fed 

information to the government. Russia was of special 

interest during the Cuban missile crisis and the cold war. 

“On the top storeys at Caversham there was an American 

unit. They were there purely from the intelligence point 

of view. They were working for the CIA, telling America 

what we were doing. But that was all a bit hush-hush.” 
 

 

Later Rena was a News Producer in the BBC Overseas 

Service where she had to check all stories thoroughly. 

“They usually wanted to have two sources for every news 

story but of course the trouble was – I remember it was 

either Northern or Southern Rhodesia – that we 

discovered that what we thought were two different 

correspondents turned out to be the same man who was 

doing two jobs!”  

There was a belief that the Overseas Service told people 

around the world what they needed to know. 

But Rena recalls “Everybody was very resistant to the 

idea that this was propaganda, it was simply showing 

them how we did things and hoping they would like it 

and imitate us.”  
 

When you also learn that after the war Rena was sent to 

an interrogation camp in Germany to do vital 

translations of statements of prisoners from the Nazi 

Intelligence services, you get the idea that Rena has been 

caught up in events at some of the most dramatic times 

in our history. 

Brentham News salutes Rena for her contribution to 

Britain’s safety over the years and wishes her a very 

happy birthday as she turns 100. 

            Martin Mortimore 

Another Century 

 

A new book featuring 

Brentham has just been 

published. It traces the 

history of co-operative 

housing - the  basis on 

which Brentham was built. 

With Britain facing 

another housing crisis, 

author Andrew Bibby 

explores whether the 

alternative models for 

social housing developed 

more than a century ago 

offer much that is relevant 

to us today. 

Brentham May Day 

This year’s parade and dancing will be held on Saturday 

20th  May. Enrolment for children will take place on 

Sunday 26th March between 4pm and 6pm at the 

Brentham Club. The enrolment fee per child is £20.00 -

cash please. First rehearsal will be on 16th April between 

4pm and 6pm. Volunteers to help with May Day at 

rehearsals or on the day would be much appreciated. 

Assistance with the keyboard & sound system is especially 

needed.                 Enquiries:  mayday@brentham.com 
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You can contribute to Brentham News by emailing news@brentham.com   
 
 

The next edition is due out in  June 2023                                                              

THE BRENTHAM CLUB  

 

TENNIS, CRICKET, FOOTBALL, BOWLS, 
SNOOKER, DARTS & BRIDGE 
• Sporting and social opportunities for everyone  

 

 Great venue/room hire for Birthdays, Anniversary 
parties and Weddings. 

 

 Licensed to hold weddings and civil ceremonies  

 

MEMBERS BAR AND BALCONY 
Monday–Friday 5.00pm–11.00pm 
Saturday 12.00pm–11.00pm 
Sunday 12.00pm–10.00pm 

 

THE FRED PERRY CAFÉ  
Members & non-members are welcome 
Mon–Thur: 10.00am–4.30pm / Fri: 9.00am–4.30pm 

Sat & Sunday: 10.00am–2.00pm 

WHAT’S ON … AT A GLANCE 
 

 

Saturday 11 March –  CHRIS DIFFORD (Singer & Songwriter, ex-Squeeze) 
 

Friday 24 March – COMEDY NIGHT (Back by popular demand) 
 

Saturday 15 April – STRAIGHT SIX (Blues & Rock Band) 
 

Friday 21 April  – TOTALLY BLONDIE (Tribute Act) 
 
Trash & Treasure Street Food Markets 5.00pm–9.00pm 

Friday  17 March              Friday 14 April 
 
Artisan/Vintage Market 11.00am–4.00pm   Sunday 26 March 
 
For more details see website: www.brenthamclub.co.uk 
For general enquiries, email: manager@brenthamclub.co.uk 

 

  

mailto:news@brentham.com

